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ABOVE: Our Voice crew gathered to 
launch the new Calgary distribution at a 
Stampede pancake breakfast. 

L to R:Terry Field, Rick Whittaker, Tim 
Wilde and Susanna Koczkur of 
Connection Housing, Keith Wiley, editor 
and below, Larry Derkach from Bissell 
Centre. 


LEFT: Calgary Alderman Joe Ceci talks 
to the pancake breakfasters at the 
launch. 

PHOTOS: C. Watson. 


CHANGES 
Our Voice finding the formula 


Calgary agency, Connection Housing launched its distribution work 

with vendors of Our Voice at a pancake breakfast on July 2. Together 

with the new Calgary partners for this street publication, we've 
changed back to a newspaper format. Cost became a major factor in this latest 
change. Providing a quality publication to the vendors at the lowest price is 
our priority. We could not reasonably increase the cost to vendors... so our 
foray into the magazine format has come to an end. 


Much of the feedback from our readers has been that we are more appro- 
priately a newspaper sold on the street so reverting to the newspaper format is 
a natural change. - 


ies 


Edmonton woman 
taking welfare 


(0 COUN 


ou can't fight the system, or can 

you? When Theresa McBryan 

was cut off welfare, and her 
appeal was denied, she set out to chal- 
lenge the decision in the Court of 
Queen's Bench. 

"It's time for people to stop taking 
this stuff lying down," McBryan said, 
"What it all comes down to is that we 
are not being treated with respect. Out 
in the real world they wouldn't get 
away with that kind of treatment with 
friends, or customers, or even crimi- 
nals." 

McBryan was "kicked off" social assis- 
tance in April. When she went through 
the appeal process, her appeal was 
denied. 

"I'm really not happy with the results 
of the appeal," McBryan said, "I got sick 
while I was doing a werk program with 
Goodwill. It wasn't surprising since | 
atte y TVIT? fahaindaieiiahalaihaiasahdalaicihiahe 
weeks. My system just broke down. | 
got really bad bronchitis. The doctor 
said to take ten days off. 

"When I went back I'd been cut off." 

Goodwill Power df Work, the pro- 
gram McBryan was attend- 
ing, is an employment train- 
ing geared to get people back 
into the work force. 

McBryan has three grown 
up children, the youngest in 
high school. Her youngest 
son was living with her until 
she became homeless. 

"It broke up my family," 
she said, "I had to give away all of my 
furniture and appliances because I did- 
n't have a place to store them." 

McBryan took refuge in a friend's 
garage. "I took a folding screen and put 
it in one corner, and my worktable in 
another." she explained 


Her worktable is set up with her Mac 
computer. She has completed a two year 
course in graphic design and is looking 
for contract work in design and layout. 

When Theresa realized she'd have to 
vacate her home, she was going to go to 


TELL THE WORLD WHAT YOU THINK! 


Call us. Leave your vote & comment: 


1-888-428-4001 Toll Free 


a shelter," her friend Penny Frazer said, 
"But I convinced her to stay here for the 
summer. It's just a basic garage, and 
there's no way she could live there in 
the winter." 

Frazer said that she was "appalled" at 
the way the appeal went. 

I didn't know how bad it had gotten 
out there. I didn't know that they were 
overruling doctors. I know how sick 
Theresa was. I was taking her to doc- 
tors." 


McBryan met Frazer when she was 


hired to do some promotional work for 
her. 


"She's really good to deal with on a 
business level," Frazer said, "She's really 
gifted. She's an artist. She's honest. She's 
been through a lot. 


"I'm serving as her personal advocate 
through these appeals and trying to 
give her a hand.. When the appeal was 
turned down, I thought, 'How many 
more people is this happening to?’ She 
can be a voice for so many people. 


CONTINUED on page 8 
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ADVERTISING 


For advertising rates and information, 
please contact OUR VOICE at 


Edmonton 421-7966 ask for Moe 
Calgary 230-4477 ask for Carol 


AUGUST 1997 
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OUR VOICE welcomes your contri- 
bution. Letters sent to the editor are 
assumed to be for publication, unless 
otherwise indicated. OUR VOICE 
welcomes written submissions, particu- 
larly those on IBM or Mac compatible 
computer disk, cartoons, photographs 
or artwork. OUR VOICE cannot 
accept responsibility for any submis- 
sion. No part of this newspaper may 
be reproduced in any form without 
written permission from OUR 
VOICE. 

Opinions expressed in this newspaper 
are not necessarily those of OUR 
VOICE, the editors or publishers. 


EMAIL: sparechg@freenet.edmon- 
ton.ab.ca 


onnection Housing the new 
ur Voice partner in Calgary 


BY SUSANNA KOCZKUR, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


ho is the new Our Voice partner in Calgary? The 

short answer is Connection Housing, an agency that 

believes in unconditional love and support for people 
in need of housing and other kinds of help. That's why we have 
become involved with Our Voice and that is also why we are 
expanding our services to Calgary families in crisis. Now here is 
the longer version. 

Connection Housing is a not-for-profit society that helps 
Calgary's homeless. It maintains a registry of available living 
space and special crisis housing, offers free use of phones to 
search for a house or a job, lockers so clients don't have to cart 
their belongings everywhere they go, coffee and muffins in the 
lobby, a foodbank-type service, when it can, and crisis counsel- 
ing for families in difficulty. It also provides toys for children at 
Christmas and organizes Carols by Candlelight, an annual holi- 
day season event for families. 


THE HISTORY BEHIND CONNECTION HOUSING 


The idea behind Connection Housing was developed by 
seven people who began meeting in 1987 during the 
International Year of the Homeless. The Society was 
created in 1990 and I was the first employee. 


The original board thought we'd see 50-100 peo- 
ple a month who needed a home. We were to estab- 
lish a registry of people in need, then search for 
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need for housing for families that we didn't know 
existed when we started. 
We began early on to think of advocating for the 
homeless. It was like discovering a part of Calgary 
we didn't know existed. A woman named Nancy was 


Nancy has always blamed herself for being laid off. If she hadn't 
lost that job, you have to think life would have been much dif- 
ferent for them. 

Today, the majority of Connection Housing clients are fami- 
lies, often a woman on her own with kids. In 1995 Connection 
Housing gave support to 12,000 people, of which 76 per cent 
were members of families. The number of families in need of 
housing is continuing to grow. 

Connection Housing is now called Connection Housing & 
Family Care Centre and we are in the process of relocating from 
the core of Calgary to a suburban location better suited to the 
needs of the families we serve. Our new facility will offer a child 
sitting service and training programs. ,As well, we will still offer 
the housing registry, counseling and emergency weekend service 
for families that find themselves with no place to go. In some 
ways, we are like two agencies in one. We are changing to serve 
the so-called ‘hidden homeless’, which are the families we are 
seeing more and more. 


DOWNTOWN LOCATION: 
409-10TH AVENUE SE 


But we are also committed to providing single 


~~ less and other Calgarians who live in the centre of 
the city. People will be able to access the housing 
registry and other services. That is why we are so 
happy to be the Calgary partner for Our Voice. 
Our Voice is a tremendous project that serves 


evidence of that. Nancy had three kids in junior 4 many people in a number of ways. We are look- 
high and elementary school and she stood out f | | ing forward to working with the vendors of Our 
because she was a little older and had a British i@ 2a oe Voice and making a contribution to the paper. 

accent. Her husband left shortly after they arrived in Rick Whittaker is . 


Canada, leaving her with the children but without 
financial help. A registered nurse, Nancy was laid off 
in 1992. 

Her job was her life and key to her support system and when 
she lost it, she lost everything. Weshelped her'move to a cheap- 
er home, with emergency food. Even then, they eventually 
ended up on welfare. The kids have had some problems and 


Connection Housing’s 
distribution person. 


Our Voice will be run out of our downtown loca- 
tion in the same building as the Furniture 
Connection at 409 10th Ave. SE, just across the tracks from city 
hall. Vendors can pick up the paper there and take advantage 
of other services we offer as well. 

Susanna Koczkur is the Executive Director of Connection Housing & 
Family Care Centre in Calgary. 


homeless men and women with the core sérviee— 
we have always provided. To that end we will be oe 


Contribute your AIR MILES 


Help fly some vendor/writers to street paper meeting 


1ank you to all the people who 
called to contribute Air Miles to 
Our Voice so we can send some of 
our vendor/writers to the International 
Street Publications conference in Seattle 
in September. 
We still have one month to collect 
miles, and there's an easy way to do it, 
when you are asked about Air Miles at the 


check out, just give the Our Voice Air 
Miles collector number: 8006-5915639, 
That's the easy way to contribute Air 
Miles to sending folks. To transfer your 
Air Miles send them a letter closing out 
your Air Miles account, and transferring 
your Air Miles to our number. You can 
always then open yourself a new Air Miles 
account and start again accumulating 


piesa 


888-428-4001. 


Shell Oil, Japan Camera, Blockbuster 
Video and many other businesses are Air 
Mile partners. If everyone contributes just 
10 or 20 miles we'll be able to send a cou- 
ple of people to Seattle. Thanks very 
much. Donate your Air Miles into Our 
Voice: USE: 8006-5915639. 


your own mile. We can help if you are 
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____ Use the OUR VOICE Air Miles collector number: 8006-5915639 


: oon We a, 
ready to transfer your Miles. Call us at 1- 
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ngry Irish songstress Sinéad O’Connor comes to 
Canada this summer as she headlines at Edmonton’s 
Folk Music Festival in early August. With her head 
shaved bald, O’Connor made a big splash when she 
first hit the international pop charts. She continued 
to shock world-wide, making headlines by ripping 
up a photo of the Pope on Saturday Night Live. But her interna- 
tional notoriety comes more from a sincere and personal anger, 
than from self-promoting attention-getting. Of course, the head- 
lines don’t hurt either. 


“I could conduct my own fight 
against what I see as being evil. And the 
tools that I can use are the fact that I am 
a famous person and therefore can attract 
a lot of attention and can create a lot of 
discussion, which I obviously did by rip- 
ping up the picture of the Pope. I could 
never, never regret it now. I'm very proud 
that I did it, I'm very happy that I did it.” 

O'Connor says it is her voice, and a beauti- 
ful Irish balladeering voice she does have, that 
lifted her life out of desperation. “I was born 
in, well I wasn't born in but I lived in Glengarry, in county 
Dublin near the sea. I've an older brother, an older sister, then 
me, then my younger brother. And my parents separated when 
I was quite young. My mother was a very violent woman, not a 
healthy woman mentally at all. She was physically and verbally 
and psychologically, spiritually and emotionally abusive to all 
of us. We were battered children basically.” 


against w 


O'Connor's music has turned into a very public, but very 
personal therapy to heal from her early family life. Her bald 
head, and near-nude album photos shows how exposed 
O'Connor is willing to be in her art. She talks openly about her 
past, her present struggles, and her Christian faith, although she 
is certainly not a Catholic, despite her Irish background. 


“I hold the (Catholic) church entirely responsible for the cir- 
cumstances of my childhood and for the circumstances under 
which a lot of Irish children are growing up - Ireland being the 
country which has the highest statistic 
in Europe of child abuse. I didn't get 
sucked into Catholicism because I could 
see sub-consciously at a young age, 
where it's only became conscious recent- 
ly, that the cause of my own abuse was 
the church's effect on this country, 
which had produced my mother 
through her own family, through the 
generations of her family...” 


the fact: 
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Her openness and the spiritual and 
honesty of her music has won O’Connor 
many fans. “Sinéad has influenced me to 
be more open and honest in my life. 
She's been a positive female model. 
Strong, intelligent, yet flawed... She's 
shown how to take a stand, and take the 
heat that comes with that.” 
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process control specialists 


KAPOWN CENTRE 


Sensing 
Rehabilitation & Treatment Centre 
Chemical dependency services directed toward . +010 

people 16 years of age and older. 
e Minimum 6 week residential program. « AK 
e Continuous intake. e 24-hour in-patient care. « 


Kapown Centre Box 40 
Grouard, Alberta TOG ICO 
(403) 751-3921 FAX: 751-3831 


SIMSON-MAXWELL 


9750 - 62nd AVENUE 
Edmonton, ABT6E 0E3 
Phone: 434-6431 

Fax: 436-0394 

Toll Free: 1-800-591-9939 


THREADCO INC. 


6835 Glenmore Trail S.E. 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

Site #1, Box 38, R.R. 5 Bus: (403) 279-7858 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2P 2G6_ Fax. (403) 279-2755 


28 years in Alberta! 
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SAND AND GRAVEL LTD. 


L & T Mix Sand & Gravel Ltd., 2nd Floor, 8020 - 50th St., Leduc, AB T9E 7G3 


Phone (403) 986-6721 After hours (403) 986-1890 


F fea ESE Core 
Centre 


(A division of Country's 
Finest Child Care Centre Ltd.) 


c/o Millcreek School 
9735-80 Avenue 
Edmonton T6E 1S8 


Phone 03) 439-8047 


Fax (403) 434-4785 


GALLOWAY #, gee2/ 
SEEDS LTD. F—SEEC 


Producers & Processors of Seed, Grains & Oilseeds 


57174 Range Rd. 225 Bus. (403) 998-3036 
Edmonton, AB Fax (403) 998-1288 
T8L 3Z9 Call Jim or Peter 


Down and out 


Continued from the July issue. 

Ron spent his first night under a bridge, after 
roaming the streets his first homeless day. 

By Ron Murdoch 


t some point I woke up and couldn't get back 

to sleep because of the damp cold that the 

West coast is famous for. I made my way to a 
nearby Macdonalds. It was five in the morning and 
the night maintenance man kept a close eye on me 
waiting outside the door. I wanted to be invisible. 
At 6:30 the restaurant opened and I was 
first in line. Over hot coffee I shook out 
the cold that had accumulated in my 
body. Two hours later, after shaving in 
the restroom, and before the morning 
staff started hinting that I should leave, 
I made my way back downtown. The 
rest of the day was spent lugging my 
gear from soup kitchen to drop-in cen- 
tre, to soup kitchen. I found the 
Lookout where I was able to get a free 
shower and it felt good to get cleaned 
up and be treated with respect. Most 
people don’t want to notice a homeless 
person. They will stare straight ahead 
until they’re well past. 
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be The Salvation Army 


Addiction & Rehabilitation Centre 
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4 Capt. Larry Scarbeau 


Executive Director 


9611-102 Avenue Cell Phone: (403) 907-7279 
Edmonton, AB Phone: (403) 429-4274 
T5H OE5 Fax: (408) 426-5392 


“A place of hope for a new beginning” 


You’re On The Right Trail With... 


SoutheTrail 


CHRYSLER JEEP DODGE TRUCKS 


BLOERTS FEDERATION OF Losaur 


1997 Graduate Rebate Program* 


Please contact us today for more 
information about buying or leasing 
your new graduation vehicle! 


Call 439-5951 Fax 439-6759 or 
come down to 7821 - 104 Street 
(Calgary Trail Southbound) 


At 8:30 in the evening, I had nowhere 
to go so I headed to Crosswalk and 
waited outside until Midnight when the 
doors opened. I could think of nowhere 
else to go other than under a bridge. 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE 


Be yourself (and a little bit more) 


Call the YMCA nearest you. 
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THE STREET 


on the streets of Vancouver 


Many people showed up for pastry and coffee, but 
few stayed overnight. When the supervisor took 
down my name, I asked how many nights a person 
could sleep there. He said two or three nights in a 
row at the most, then the person would be required 
to disappear for a few nights before using Crosswalk 
again. I wanted to ask where a person would “disap- 
pear” to, but I bit my tongue. At 1 am everyone was 
cleared out except for us half dozen over-nighters. 
The bed was a thin mattress, wool blanket and pil- 
low. Considering I had been up for 20 hours, I felt 
like a king. I could have been under a bridge, listen- 
ing to the rainfall. 

At 5:30 they woke us up, gave us coffee and pas- 
try before the doors were locked for the day. I slowly 
made my way up Cordova knowing it was no use to 
rush. Even in Vancouver things are slow at 6 am. 
Stopping at a corner for a red light I looked down. 
Low and behold I had found myself a loon. I felt 
rich as I now had money for coffee and toast at 
McDonalds without dipping into the change to buy 
the street newspaper. 


At Spare Change I bought as many copies of the 
issue as I could and told the boss about my predica- 
ment. He told me to hold on, made a phone call 
and suggested I head for the Catholic Charities after 
8 pm and that a bed would be waiting for me. For 
the next 4 nights I knew where I would be sleeping, 
which was a great load off my mind. Each morning 
I picked up the $7 meal ticket so I would get one 
good meal inside me during the day. Over the New 
Years Holiday, my paper sales were good as people 
were still in a festive mood, especially the day the 
Polar Bear Swim was held. I sold close to $80 that 
one day. But on the whole, things took a downturn 
for the next S weeks. People got the festive hang- 
over when the bills came in and money was 
stretched to cover them. 


The morning that I booked out of Catholic 
Charities I had to get some form of game plan going 
as my street vendors sales were the only thing I had 
to fall back on. I contacted Dunsmuir House and 
they had seven dorm beds set aside and charged $9 
a night on a first-come, first-served basis. The desk 
clerk said to be in by 6:30 in the evening when the 
dorm opened as the seven beds went quickly. This 
helped my vendor sales as it gave me something to 
aim for. But over the next few weeks life was tough 
as I couldn't plan more than 12 hours ahead. I was 
able to sleep every night at the hostel but some 
nights after paying for the bed I had just enough 
money to start vending again the next day. There 
were times when I didn’t have enough money to 
eat. In one week all I had to eat was 2 egg 
McMuffins and 2 pizza slices. One evening, just 
before the dorm opened | as sitting in front of a 
movie theatre with $2 in my pocket. I hadn’t sold a 
paper in nearly three hours and I was feeling rather 
desperate. One of the vendors came along and 
stopped. He loaned me the $9 for the dorm bed and 
told me to get over to social services the next 
morning. I figured I better listen as I couldn’t han- 
dle the situation any longer. 

Conclusion in the next issue. 


Ron Murdoch is now living and working in Prince 
Rupert. 


Just be 
happy, eh! 


Editor Keith Wiley grits 
his teeth at the world 


hat a great 
world it could 
be. I was 
reminded of this 
recently by a 
tiny incident, a friendly 
encounter, on Edmonton’s High 
Level Bridge. I was riding my 
bicycle leisurely across the bridge 
on a beautiful July evening. Far 
below the North Saskatchewan 
looked cool and blue, calmly 
flowing along. A hot air balloon 
floated down the valley, lit up 
brightly by the yellow glow of the 
warm summer sun, low in the sky. 


I don’t remember any traffic 
noise at all, one does block out 
the sound of cars, and it wasn’t 
busy on the bridge. On the side- 
walk I passed just a few people, 
and coming toward me, walking, 
was one woman. I moved to the 


right to go by, but she’d moved to 


did she. I was ready to stop alto- 
gether when she made one last 
move to the right again, just I as J 
did, but she only feinted that way, 
swung back left and successfully 
“deked” me out. She grinned 
broadly as I went by. I couldn’t 
help but smile back. 


It was one of those funny awk- 


WE-COPE: 
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| ward moments when you don’t 
know which way to pass, and 
| 


she'd played it out for fun. I was 
impressed at her confident play- 


| fulness, taking fun in a silly, awk- 
| ward moment. So many strangers 


you meet could hardly do that. 
We all seem to be scurrying along, 


busy, shy, insecure, even afraid. 
| What makes us this way, unsure, 


unsteady and fearful. We live in a 
wealthy, peaceful, wonderful 
place. I think we should all be as 
happy and unbothered as the 
woman walking on the bridge. 
But the pressures of life weigh 


| onus. Will I get that job? Could 


I get laid-off? Can I make all the 
bills? What if the kids ask for 


| things I can’t afford? 


We can’t possibly make life a 
total bed of roses, but surely today 
we could turn some of our wealth 
into happy security so we could 


| work out, there will be another 


one. If I don’t have quite enough 
money, I won’t lose my home. 


Thinking about that woman 
on the bridge, I realized that some 
basic security could go a long way 
toward making us all that confi- 
dent and at ease. We can have an 
even better world. 


Getting together, winning together 


oing things together can —_ | 
make them easier and fun. 


There is a heart-warming 
spirit of community togetherness 
evident in some of the stories about 
common projects in this issue. 


Perhaps these initiatives are the 
antidote to “living lives of lonely 
desperation”. Poverty and 
becoming totally discouraged 
most often go hand-in-hand with 
isolation and a feeling of alone- 
ness. When you are pulling 
together,and other people are 
concerned about you and your 
situation you can turn that frown 
upside down. That's what it’s like 
in the mutual support context of 
Edmonton’s WE-COPE group, see 
page 6-7. 


Another similar effort is hous- 
ing co-operatives, where all the 
residents assume joint responsibil- 
ity for meeting the mortgage, and 
managing their housing. It’s just 
reassuring to know you are not in 
something alone, and that other 
people are there pulling with you. 


Too little of our world is set up 
this way these days. In the work 
place, co-workers are just as often 
pitted against each other as they 
are encouraged to work together 
as a team. 


Bravo to WE-COPE and all the 
other people who are working at 
grassroots intiatives to bring peo- 
ple together, share parts of the ir 
lives and common struggles. 
Keith Wiley 


Editorial OPIN 


Thank you to Gord 


ord Poschwatta, the founding man- 
ager of Our Voice announced 
recently that he is ending his time 


as manager of the publication. Gord may 
stay on with Our Voice as a consultant, 
particularly with advertising. 


It's been a very exciting time, Gord says. | 


He started with Spare Change, distributing 
the Vancouver edition, then, adding 
Edmonton-produced pages to that publica- 
tion. He pushed on to producing our own 
Alberta edition. Gord has worked closely 
with the vendors, handling distribution 
personally for a long time. He has also 
done a great deal of work with the agencies 
who have partnered with Our Voice in dis- 
tributing the publication in Edmonton, 
Calgary, Saskatoon, Winnipeg and even 
some trial balloons in Vancouver. 


ry ry =: 


From REAL CHANGE, Seattle’s Street publication. 


Gord's point 
of pride is 
putting the 
vendors, and 
their inter- 
ests, first. “If 
it works for 
the people 
who really 
need this 
publication, 
then let's try 
it,” has 
always been 
his motto. 
On behalf of all the vendors and families 
who have benefitted from Spare Change and 
Our Voice, there's a big helping of grati- 
tude going out to Gord Poschwatta who's 
unflagging enthusiasm and energy for the 
project really made it happen. 
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Bank where you belong. 


Visit one of our 15 locations 
today and discover the difference. 


A Caring Member of Our Community! 


. Waste Systems 


Waste Collection & Recycling Systems 
You Can Depend On! 
* Commercial/Industrial * Construction Debris * Residential 
“Stationary Compactors * Dispatch Service 
* Sales and Administration 


3410-74 Avenue, Edmonton, AB 468-680] 


You can have continuous 
relief for tired feet! 


Cork is the most versatile flor you can get! 

Hypoallergenic, warm and soft, it is also 

very durable. Pre-stained to any color or in 

eight natural patterns. Minimum maintenance 

urethane finish. Cork is the most environmentally 
ly floor you can get. 


Showroom: 


AHA Cork Flooring t™.-Fiv 1.6 


16533 St Plai Saturdays 9 to 3 
JeSs3 Stony Plain Read 413-9242 


MR. SUBMARINE LIMITED 


Call us for all your catering needs. 
Ujfice Larties * Business Luncheons: Seminars 
Unit 15F, Edmonton Centre Eaton Centre 
Edmonton, AB T5} 2Y7 425-1098 
(403) 426-6986 Moe Elsafadi, Manager 


For yourself and your children 
say NO to drugs and alcohol. 


Driftpile 
A.V.C. Campus 


Wildeat Scouting DET HIGES (99) Lu. 


Professional Oilfield Scouting 
PO Box 1153 
Red Deer, AB T4N 6S6 
(403) 261-7630 


Building Better Futures 


adic 10450 - 42 Avenue 
D ‘VY Edmonton, Alberta 
LY 4 Canada T6J 6X4 


Home & Garden] 
AONOMECENTHESLID. ‘Telephone: (403) 437-8080 
Facsimile: (403) 435-2020 
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Talking drier wasn't fluff 


ashing machine alert! In Manchester, Doreen Jones has 
Weare her Hoover washing machine after 23 separate 

repair men filled to get it working. Equally frustrating were 
events in Bulgaria, where a washing machine started swearing at its 
owner. Trouble started almost as soon as the machine was delivered 
to the home of Djenka Drar, 66, of Vama. "They'd barely plumbed it 
in when it sneezed," she explained. "Then, when I used it for the 
first time, it said 'Bollocks!' and 'Ow!' I was scared." Over the ensuing 
two days a succession of expletives issued from the appliance and 
eventually, convinced it was possessed by Satan, Ms Drar summoned 
the local priest. Even this failed to quieten it, however, and only 
when a plumber took the machine to pieces was it discovered the 
voices in fact belonged to midget Anton Zadoski, who'd concealed 
himself inside so as to burgle Ms Drar's house, only to find he could- 
n't get out again. "It was a surprise to find him in there," commented 
the unfazed plumber. "Normally, you just get navel fluff." 


The skates went heserk 


t's been an interesting week for roller skates. In Gloucester, 
Jenson Tyndall, 13, is doing his paper-rounds on skates after 

his bicycle was stolen for sixth the time. In Japan, meanwhile, a 
man almost died after his motorised roller skates malfunctioned. 
The skates were the invention of Kogo Sakaharl, who had spent 


steered by a control panel y hand, 
"and had little horn so I could beep at people who got in my way." 
On the day in question, Dr Sakahari was motoring at a leisurely pace 
towards his local food emporium when for no reason whatsoever, 
the skates went berserk. "They started whizzing round in circles," he 
recalled. "And then one started going faster than the other so that I 
was practically torn in two." He frantically tried to recover control of 
his motorised footwear, but to no avail and after flying down a street 
he eventually ended upside down in a barrel of water chestnuts. "It's 
lucky it wasn't nuclear-powered Pogo opined, "or it could have been 
a national disaster." 


What a disaster of a 
Marathon Man 


t's all been going horribly wrong with marathons. In Germany a 
| Ss died within 3.25 inches of the finishing line. "It was terri- 

ble," admitted the race organiser. "Not least because another run- 
ner tripped over his body and fractured his skull." Equally disastrous; 
although to date less terminal, has been the athletic career of 
Russian Boris Fedsky, 48, probably the unluckiest marathon runner 
of all time. Things went wrong from the moment Mr Fedsky partici- 
pated in his first marathon in 1969, falling down a manhole after 
only 30 yards, From there it was all downhill. In 1975 he was almost 
garotted by an excessively taut finishing tape, while in 1989 he was 
concussed after colliding with a runner dressed as a hamburger. The 
nadir of his career, however, came only last month when the starter 
of a Moscow marathon fired his starting rocket straight into Mr 
Fedsky’s left buttock. "Nineteen Ninety-Three was a good year," he 
recalled cheerfully. "I did five marathons and only broke my leg 
twice." 


Articles compiled by Paul Sussman in The Big Issue, London, England's street-sold magazine. 
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started getting together Thursday m 
"mom's day out." By the second outi 
ideas, their experiences and some of 
were living and difficulties they face 
success and how to overcome them. 
talked about doing things together, ; 
jects together and WE-COPE was sta 
end Community Outreach Project E 
Montgomery says, it's fairly literal: ' 
cope alone." 

Toni is very involved with her dre 
Less" shop through WE-COPE. They 
working out of their basements, and 
Edmontonians that good quality clo 
the stigma attached to second-hand | 


"lam proud to be a part of an org: 
empowerment. WE-COPE has enable 
tights as well as speak for those who 
selves," she says. 

The group is looking to become se 
projects and providing members with 
are also in the process of establishing 
with limited funds to have immediat 
services in exchange for time and tal 
to explore and expand natural gifts, 1 
community awareness and respect, tl 
can build to provide training opporte 
maintain working skills during perioc 
sion. 


The "mom's day out" originated wi 
Project sponsored by Edmonton Com 
Social Worker Helen Berube helped p 
resources knowledge and the confider 
establish a community centre that is 


"We cope with a lor but we 
don't cope Alone." 


"WE-COPE opened our minds to more resources and allowed us to 
participate. It has helped us re-discover old skills that are now 
valued. It showed us that we not only belong but we can make a 
difference in our community. We have learned how to feel 
comfortable in reassessing our own lives and face changes without 
so much apprehension. We are no longer living in isolation and our 
family is functioning in a more positive manner." 


--The Hamelin family 


LEFT: WE-COPE President Leslie Jewett 


Story by WE-COPE member 
Pauline Kussman 


‘Imagine. Imagine that you live in a pitch dark environment for your 
first years of life and you think you are functioning very well. It is all 
you have ever known. A man has heard about you living in the dark for 
50 long. He comes to your door, opens it, and sheds some light onto your 
darkness. You quickly spin your body around to face the light. At first 
you fear the light. But the fear turns into curiosity as you feel the 
warmth against your body inviting you to move closer towards the door. 
As you move closer to the door you blink your eyes with pain. The pain 
then becomes so-unbearable you turn away, back towards the darkness. 
The man who opened your door has been watching you with disbelief 
and says to you ‘What's wrong with you? Get out there! Do something 
with your life.' Just then you feel this man push you out the door 
straight into the bright light, blinding you forever." 


--Pauline Kussman 
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ondouting, the mothers began to share 
some of their concerns about how they 
they faced. They talked about barriers to 
ne them. It wasn't long before they 
ogether, and then started taking on pro- 
E wasstarted. The name stands for West- 
Project Edmonton, but as member Toni 
literal: "We cope with a lot but we don't 


h her dream of building a "Dress For 

PE. They started a clothing exchange 
nts, and now Toni wants to "show 
lality clothing does exist by eliminating 
id-hand clothing. 


f an organization that creates self- 
as enabled me to stand up for my own 
ose who are unable to speak for them- 


ecome self-sufficient with small business 
bers with training opportunities. They 
ablishing a barter system to allow people 
mmediate access to quality products and 
° and talents. It can be an opportunity 
‘al gifts, work skills and experience and 
espect, they say. They also hope they 

, Opportunities to learn new skills and 
ng periods of unemployment and reces- 


inated with the Canora Outreach 

ton Community and Family Services. 
helped provide the members with 
confidence in their own abilities to 

e that is operated by the people them- 
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seives. fielen never once told the members what to do, she on! 


provided support and information. Now WE-COPE has built up to 
31 members who meet regularly at the Communitas Group building 
on 122 St. 


An important function for the organization is to be a support net- 
work for the members. For example and inspiration you need go no 
further than WE-COPE's president, Leslie Jewett. She's a World 
Champion Power Lifter and she is visually impaired. Her positive 
outlook reflects on to all the people around her. WE-COPE support- 
ed Leslie as members volunteered to work for the World Power 
Lifting event earlier this year. They met other champions and 
learned something about the culture of blind people. It was a truly 
inspirational experience, they reported. 


Leslie Jewett started in with WE-COPE when she met some of the 
positive people who shared a common interest in creating change 
within the community. When she heard about the group process.. 
the training aimed at assisting members in co-operating and run- 
ning the supportive network... it added to her interest. Now Leslie 
hopes to pull together other 
community groups to pro- 
vide grassroots people an 
opportunity to run their 
own programs and make a 
better life. 

WE-COPE is expanding 
its network to work with 
linkages with other groups 
to provide members with 
economic and-social benefits 
and the ability to access 
more resources, the resources 
that do not usually get to 
many people who need 
them. One thing WE-COPE 
does is provide Poverty 
Awareness presentation to 
educate the public and chip 


se eet mar meron pe . 


Members say WE-COPE is a dynam- 
ic organization and its members 
have the ability to reach out to peo- 
ple, develop trust and understand- 
ing. "WE-COPE makes a difference 
in our community," they say. 


"WE-COPE has helped me 
cope with life's ups and 
downs. I am proud to be a 
member and volunteer when- 
ever I can. I believe in WE- 
COPE because WE-COPE 
believes in me." 


The WE-COPE group is open to 
more members, anyone who is 
experiencing isolation, and feels 
powerless or unheard by decision 
makers. Anyone who has been 
trapped in a cycle of well-intended 
programs that are not geared towards focusing on individual 
strengths and abilities. For more information call Pauline at 481- 
2714 or Judy at 444-3554, 

The group holds an orientation on the last Tuesday of every 
month at the Jasper Place Community and Family Services Centre, 


--Natalie Foss 
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Edmonton woman taking welfare to court 


"I do think she'll win. The case is so solid, so 
clear cut." 

Not everyone is supportive of Theresa 
McBryan and her decision to take the Social 
Services to court. 

McBryan guested on the Leslie Primo show, an 
open line talk show on CHED. While three of the 
callers were supportive, the others were not. 

"She had some real bashers out there. They 
used crude remarks like 'Get off your ass and get a 
job." Frazer said. 

"Basically, she (Primo) put people's attention 
on how long I've been on assistance," McBryan 
explained. "It ended up a bash Theresa night." 

"It was very personal and abusive," Leslie 
Regelous added. "Theresa was just a target for 
public venom against people on assistance. It was 
definitely Redneck Alberta. It was really very ugly, 
classic poor-bashing." 

Regelous works in inner city advocacy and 
counseling. "Statistics say that at the end of four 
months you are at the point where you can't pay 
your mortgage. You have to sell your car, and it's 
all downhill from there on." Regelous explained. 


In an effort to raise money to pay for her legal 
fees, McBryan had an art sale on Canada Day and 
July 2. Prices ranged from cards at $5 each to her 
larger pieces, charcoal figure drawings, at $300 


buy. Besides the silent auction piece, McBryan 
cleared about $400. The fundraising is to pay for 


| her legal fees. 


"| think some of them were buying out of sym- 
pathy," McBryan explained. 

Charesh Chotalia, from Pundit and Chotalia, is 
acting as McBryan's lawyer. 

"We've got a date set for judicial review on 


| August 11 at two p.m." Chotalia said, "We are try- 


ing to set aside the appeal panel's decision. 


| McBryan is trying to get back on social assistance. 


We're hoping she can get re-instatement of her 
benefits right from day one when she was cut off. 
"We've have had a whole bunch of calls from a 
number of people that are in a similar situation. 
I've become concerned that its a systemic, preva- 


| lent problem for people on assistance. Most don't 


have the confidence or the funds to challenge a 
negative decision by the government. They are 
the disenfranchised members of society. They just 


| accept it. They're on the street like Theresa would 
| have been if she didn't have friends to take her in 


and the support of a number of groups," says 
Chotalia. 


Theresa McBryan believes that the decision 
arrived at by the Citizens Appeal Board was 
unjust. She hopes that her action in challenging 
this decision in a higher court will encourage oth- 
ers in similar situations to ask the government of 
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each. She also had two decorative wall hangings 
for silent auction and received a bid for $400 on 
one of them. Although only a few people came to 
the sale, the people who did show up came to 


STREET CULTURE 
Reading Tarot 


cards on the 
street 


BY JOHN ZAPANTIS 


ou can often find Jason 
Vise cross-legged on a 

blanket shuffling and 
turning ovzer his Tarot cards. 
He sits on the street in front of a 
coffee shop on Edmonton's 
Whyte Avenue. There he works 
for his customers passing by on 
the street. 


"I show people that life's not 
as miserable and pathetic as you 
want to believe it to be," Jason 
says about reading the cards. 
"There are a lot more positives 
in people's lives than they are 
willing to look at." 

Jason started reading Tarot 
on the street for a donation last 
summer and he's back at it this 
summer. He enjoys working and 
supporting himself through 
those people who call upon his 


le > il’, 
unique interpretive abilities. 
Jason says he often encoun- 


| ters nervous, withdrawn people 


who need his supportive advice. 
"If you think your life's so bad," 
he tells them, "go walk down 
some of the streets in 
Vancouver where people are 
getting robbed, murdered and 
shooting up drugs. You know 
you feel like God next to these 
people and you are sitting with 
people who are saying ‘my life 
isn't going well." 

Jason has seen some reverses 
in his life as well. Born in 
Calgary, he lived in the U.S. 
with his mother for a time, and 
then ended up selling vacuum 
cleaners in Edmonton. He was 
fired, without explanation one 


Alberta to honour its commitments to national 
and international policy to make war on poverty 
not on the poor. 


| day, and ended up being refused 
| Unemployment Insurance as 


well because of what he says are 
stories told by his former 
employer. That was when he 
turned to the Tarot card read- 
ing, an art form he's been prac- 
tising since he was 16 when his 
love of metaphysics led him to 
the cards. 

"I sort of give people guid- 
ance and show them direction, 
if you do this, then this will be 
the likely outcome," he says. 


| He's optimistic about his future. 


He plans to apply for a small 
business loan in the fall to 
establish Tarot reading out of 
his home for the winter 
months. It'll be nice and warm 
there in November, he figures. 


Mr. Roger's Neighbourhood it ain't 


Welcome to my hood, where I live in this cin- 
derblock dread, where the skeletons of poverty 
are starving in my anxiety head, | am friends 
with the shitting pigeons above, and some- 
times I laugh at the creeps in the porno shacks 
below, ever been to a peepshow? 


Most people around here have closed their eyes 
on the world, that is, they want to remain 
invisible, hiding in their rooms like mine. After 
vears of having their dreams crimbled, thev 
are just satisfied with the comforts of big bear 
bottles and stale wine. 


This is the Misfits playground, a kind of 
Macabre playground of white trash entertain, 
sobriety's refrain. 


They wake in this world of despondence and 
walk with their eyes to the sidewalk, combing 
for smoke butts, smoking trophies of an old 
day, 


It might not be a Detroit or Chicago slum, But 
my neighbourhood is the perfect habitat for 
the bum, it has that certain smell ,that smell of 
despair and piss painted on the back alley 
wasteland cardboard box tennants, with dust 
in their very skin, as they overturn dumpsters 
for empty bottles and maybe a snack, cursing 
the day that must always begin. 


There was this old wino laying marooned on 
the snowy ground, he smelt like a corpse and 
so did everything around. He was begging to 
people to help him with his blues, but ever- 
body walked past with paranoid shoes, this dis- 


Watch for 


SONGS 


OF THE STREET Il 


The new book of street poetry from the mid-winter poetry night will be 
appearing on street corners near you soon. A slender volume at a slen- 
der price, it packs a real poetic punch. Thanks to Michael Walters for 


hard work producing and editing the book. 


Our Voice welcomes your poetry. Keep your own copy, as we cannot 
return submissions. Poetry editor: Michael Walters. PHOTO: “The Road to 


Heaven” by Michael Walters. 


| 
| 
| 


gusted me and I was the one that helped him 
to mobility, I picked this drunk-shell-old man 
off the ground, he said that his left foot was all 
f**ked, so I wore the cloak of a samaritin, as | 
helped the old guy to the new found bearings 
of one working foot, his skin was outlined in 
years of soot. 


As I was walking away he must have thought 
of me as a good person, " Hey, uh kid ... how 
houts vow help me out with a little change for 
a big be.... | mean a Coke," I shook my head, | 
was broke," wha’ ya don't believe me," he start- 
ed to really freak out and | was all of a sudden 
very glad, he couldn't really move, he wasn't 
freakin out on me as much as he was, as he was 
cursing himself, trapped outside with the bottle 
demon calling to his tortured soul for appease- 
ment. 


"Aw, f**k ya then, useless punk, "new comet... 
Hey, brother can ya help................ well f**k 
you too." 


No, this place ain't no guns, and crack cocaine 
slumground, but it shares a certain sound. The 
muteness of it all, the silent scream of defeat, 
waiting for a siren to knife slash through the 
tense waiting for something either good or bad, 
just the waiting for something new what the 
f**k else is there to do? 


By Tyler Hallet, An Edmonton-area poet we've lost 
track of. Tyler please 
call us. 
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Call YCI at (416) 971-9846 ‘OUT CHALLENGE 


for an application package. INTERNATIONAL 


DEBBY CARLSON, M.L.A. 


EDMONTON ELLERSLIE 


LEGISLATURE OFFICE 
201 Legislature Annex 
9718-107 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1E4 
Tel: (403) 427-2293 


CONSTITUENCY OFFICE: 
1089 A KNOTTWOOD RD. E. 
Edmonton, Alberta 

T6K 3NS 

Tel: (403) 463-7937 


Reach some 
caring readers. 
Advertise here. 


Edmonton 421-7966 ask for Moe 
Calgary 230-4477 ask for Carol 


woprams to tat FF 


Vichael Stecyk 


BY JOHN ZAPANTIS 


people person all his life, 
Our Voice vendor Michael 
Stecyk applies his people 


skills to selling this publication. 
| maa,’ P 


HaKES Heonte 


they may be coming off a bad 
day. 

“There are some people who 
will walk by you, give you funny 
looks. But that’s okay because 
everybody has their own prob- 
lems and I don’t blame them.” 

Michael sells to support him- 
self and to help support his son. 
He also has a long-term commit- 
ment to his family, his mother 
and father who are still on the 
farm in Valleyview where Michael 
was raised, the middle child of 8 
children. 


His farm upbringing made 
Michael a jack-of-all-trades and 
he's always looking for any good 
work opportunity that comes his 
way. “I don’t mind work,” he 
says, “I think work is afraid of me. 
My favourite job was working the 
drilling rigs,” he says. He left 
school early to work on the rigs. 
The challenge of working as a 


Our 


Voice 
Authorized 
Vendor 


roughneck was rewarding, but 
he’s had his brush with danger as 
well, working in the oil patch. 
“The only reason I’m not working 
on the drilling rigs anymore is 
because | got my knee damaged 
and Tost me middle finger” ” 
ing to school, but his family com- 
mitments keep him focussed on 
finding work and a livelihood. 
Michael is a small-framed man 
and he says he has had problems 
with bigger men who try to take 
advantage of his good nature. 
“T've been in Drumheller,” he 
says. “I've been pushed around a 
lot, believe me, and I never show 
my strength, I look small but I’m 
not as weak as | might look.” 


Michael talks-a lot about his 
parents’ support over the years, 
He wants to return something to 
them, he says. “I want to become 
a millionaire because I more or 
less want to help my parents 
because they’ve done a lot for me. 
I can thank them by being an out- 
standing citizen, that would really 
make their day,” he says. “But I 
think money would make their 
day, too.” 


INDEPENDENT 
BUSINESS 
PERSON 


The OUR VOICE 
VENDOR 


Vendors buy their copies of the paper 
to sell and pay up to 60 cents apiece. 
(If they buy 50 or more they get a dis 
count), Many vendors start with some 
copies on credit, and build up to a siz- 
= inventory, that they sell, 


OUR VOICE VENDOR? 5 CODE 
* I will be sober at all times while working 
* | will be polite to all members of the public 
* | will vend only in areas that are authorized 


Yor 


